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A Message From the Principal:

 Although there is a chill in the air, February has already been a heart filled month. Our students participated in a drive for Haitian relief. The response was overwhelming and several large trucks were filled with supplies for people in this ravaged nation. We are grateful for all support from those who contributed and helped to transport these supplies, especially to Brandon Rosen who arranged for these supplies to be shippedto Haiti. Also we are collecting pennies to contribute to a cure for leukemia and lymphoma. On February 12, we are expressing our heart filled appreciation to all volunteers who work so selflessly to make Riverside the wonderful place it is for children to grow and learn. On February 25 and 26, our students will again participate in "Jump Rope for Heart." We are grateful to Mrs. Hawk for organizing this! A big thank you is extended to Mrs. Klareich and Mrs. Policastro for facilitating a "BEEP" parent training night. It was very well attended and both parents and students enjoyed the opportunity to access online lessons. Our Valentine's Day Dance was a huge success! It was so much fun to watch Riverside students and their families relaxing and keeping the beat together! 

This is the time of the year when I must project enrollment for next year. I have projected a total of 785 students which is about what we have now, but is down slightly from last year. Our budget will be based on projected enrollment. 

Finally, by the time you read this FCAT Writes will already have been administered to our fourth graders. The teachers have designed many  creative ways for students to practice, including a "You're Going to Hollywood" activity based on writing proficiency, and a take off on "American Idol." They have improved tremendously and we are confident that they will do their best. Thank you to all teachers for emphasizing writing, and especially to the fourth grade teachers under whose watch the test is administered. Go fourth grade! On to FCAT!!!
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Calendar of Upcoming Events

Black History Month

2/15
No School President’s Day

2/16-23
Pennies for Patients

2/17 
Wonderful Wednesday

2/19
Interim Reports

2/25-26
Jump Rope for Heart

3/2
Dr. Suess Birthday

Math Quest at Whole Foods Market

3/9-19
FCAT Testing grades 3-5

3/10
Papa John’s Night
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Kindergarten News

It is hard to imagine that the 100th day of school is behind us.  The kindergarten students celebrated this memorable day with a 100’s day rotation from class to class.  All aspects of reading, math and writing were integrated into this fun-filled curriculum based day.

Friendship Day was February 12th . Building positive relationships and encouraging healthy communication is an essential part of the kindergarten experience.

Our social studies units focus on President’s Day and learning about George Washington & Abraham Lincoln.  The children enjoy learning about these two powerful leaders and why we celebrate their leadership.

We want to especially thank our parent volunteers who generously gave their time to spend the morning at Safety Town on January 26th.  We love how much you support our kindergarten programs.

To all our volunteers, we send you our gratitude for all that you do.  We know that you stand for excellence in learning for the Riverside family.
[image: image4.wmf]
First Grade News

February is such an important month!  Our science, social studies, and health themes promise to keep us moving while learning new facts and ideas.  We will be studying about Groundhog’s Day, famous presidents and African Americans, as well as how to keep our bodies healthy, especially our hearts and our teeth. 

Important Date

Reminder- Field Trip to Flamingo Garden Feb. 22, 2010 All first grade students will attend on the above date.  Please make sure your child brings to school on that day a BAG LUNCH with his or her name on the bag.

 Important Reminders

Students should be reading for 20 minutes each night.  Parent can ask questions about the story to build up reading comprehension. Also have your child retell the whole story. 

Students should review addition and subtraction facts to 15.

Practice all work being done in the classroom with your child to reinforce skills that have been taught.

Thank you for your support and cooperation!
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Second Grade News

This year is moving fast and we are already into the third marking period. The students will continue strengthen their skills for cause and effect, compare and contrast, main idea and details, and making inferences in reading. In math, they are focused on mastering telling time, counting money. The students are also learning geometry, measurement and subtraction with regrouping. Our science unit is exciting because we are studying soil. The students will be learning how it is made, the different components, and how earthworms contribute to soil. They are enjoying the hands on activities that go along with the unit.

In addition, this month, second grade is celebrating Black History month, Presidents’ Day, Riverside’s Birthday and exchanging valentines for Valentine’s Day. 

Mark your calendars!

Our final field trip for this year will be on Wednesday April 15, 2010 to the Palm Beach Zoo at Dreher Park. This is a great opportunity for our students to study animal habitats. The cost of the trip will be $16, which includes transportation on air-conditioned motor coaches and admission to the zoo. Please look for the permission form and information letter in your child’s Thursday Folder.

A few reminders:  Students should be reading a minimum of 20 minutes each day. Students are also required to take and pass at least two AR quizzes per month. It is important for students to remember to refill and bring their water bottle to class daily. The water may be chilled but not frozen. Classroom supplies are dwindling especially glue sticks, crayons and pencils. We appreciate any supplies donations you can send in with your child. 

Thank you for your support and cooperation.
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Third Grade News

It’s hard to believe it is already February! In preparation for FCAT testing, (March 9-11) our third grade students are very busy sharpening their skills while enhancing their knowledge with information about our Presidents, Black History and Valentine’s Day, each with their own amazing history. It’s unbelievable how interweaving our skills and strategies for reading with events that occur in their real lives help students to better grasp and retain content. 

On that note, use everyday activities to interact with your child to understand their thinking skills. For example, after watching a commercial, ask your child, “What was the purpose of that commercial?” (to persuade you, to inform you, or to be funny). Follow up with, “What details from the commercial convinced you it was to persuade, inform or be funny?” After a TV show or movie, ask your child “ What was the main idea? Give me details.  Compare the main character to another character in the TV show/movie. How are they alike/different?” Other topics to discuss could be cause & effect, problem & solution, and character traits. Any way your child can connect valuable strategies taught at school with home life makes them more apt to see the importance of what they are learning.

Don’t forget about math! We are asking for continued reinforcement of the basic facts in addition, subtraction, and even multiplication. We find that if students have mastered these facts, the other math concepts seem to fall into place more easily! Time and money are two math concepts your child uses everyday. However, many do not have a basic understanding of counting by 5’s on a clock or even the amount of money you have with 2 quarters and a dime. Take everyday opportunities to ask your children what time is it? What time will it be in 20 minutes? If we have to be at practice at 5:00 and it takes 20 minutes to get to practice, what time should we leave the house? With money, hold out a handful of coins and have them pay for an item on your grocery list with the exact change. These little things can create a foundation of skills that will last a lifetime!

Our HEARTS go out to you for all your help! Happy February!
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Fourth Grade News
Fourth grade soared through the Florida Writes Assessment on February 9th. We have been preparing for this assessment since August and the children were ready to demonstrate their writing skills. We are also busy preparing for the March FCAT Assessment. Please pay close attention to test preparation, homework, and class work that will be coming home in the next few weeks. 

The final deposit for Animal Kingdom will be due on March 5th. There will be more details to follow about Animal Kingdom in the coming weeks.
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Fifth Grade News 

Many events and activities have our fifth graders excited and busy both in and out of the classrooms.  All students attended an assembly about the magnet program at Pompano Beach Middle School on January 29.  Immediately after the program, all classes met in the Riverside Park parking lot for the 2010 yearbook aerial picture.  Thank you Mrs. Stambaugh and Mrs. Graulich for your patience and time in arranging and directing our yearly photo shoot.   Students and teachers were pleased with the terrific photo.  Well done!

We are looking forward to our trip to JA Biztown at BCC North Campus on Thursday, February 18, 2010.  We have been preparing for our on-site visit with lessons designed for students to experience and learn about their community, the economy, free enterprise, paying taxes, running a business and managing money. We want to thank all our parents who have volunteered to participate and be there to help facilitate and mentor the business teams when we arrive.
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FCAT is Coming

With FCAT in the next month here are some strategies to Tackle Test Stress. The experts at KidsHealth.org offer these test-taking tips:

· Take care of yourself. Make sure you get enough playtime, sleep and healthy food, especially the day before a big test.

· Be prepared. Pay attention in class. Do your homework.

· Expect the best. Think positively.

· Take a calming breath. Breathe in slowly and deeply through your nose. Then breathe out slowly through your mouth.

· Ask for help. Talk about how you feel. Teachers and family can help.
We need you to proctor FCAT!

Proctors are needed for the March administration of the FCAT.  If you are interested, please let us know by calling Ms. Magill at 753-322-8275.
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Curriculum Corner
What does FCAT look like?

The FCAT was designed to represent tasks and activities that parents and teachers expect as part of good instruction. The FCAT Reading, Mathematics, and Science tests require students to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate the information presented and to apply strategies they have learned. The level of thinking required of students goes beyond the recall of facts and literal comprehension required on many standardized tests.

The Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) assesses student achievement of the higher order cognitive skills represented in the Sunshine State Standards (SSS) in Reading, Writing, Mathematics and Science. These standards are based on what the Florida Department of Education believes children should know and be able to do at each stage of their education. The FCAT uses multiple-choice items in all grade levels. "Performance items" requiring students to write an answer or show their solutions to mathematics problems are used in grades 4 (Reading) and 5 (Math).  FCAT Reading (Grades 3-5) assesses content from two areas: (1) Constructs Meaning from Information Text, and (2) Constructs Meaning from Literature.   FCAT Math (Grades 3-5), assesses content from five areas: (1) Number Sense, (2) Measurement, (3) Geometry and Spatial Sense, (4) Algebraic Thinking, and (5) Data Analysis and Probability.   FCAT Writing (Grade 4), assesses content from two areas: (1) Writing to Explain (Expository), and (2) Writing to Tell a Story (Narrative).  FCAT Science (Grade 5), assesses content from four areas: 1) Physical and Chemical Sciences; 2) Earth and Space Sciences; 3) Life and Environmental Sciences; and 4) Scientific Thinking.

How do I help my child go from thinking to writing? 

Many of us know what we think but have trouble making it clear in writing. The only answer is practice!  Have your child put what he or she has just explained to you in writing.
How can I help my child learn academic material?
Students learn numerous interesting things and will be encouraged if you show your interest, too. Make class activities and information important parts of your conversations with your child. Responses that are non-threatening, and lead to deeper thinking are:

What is the main idea of that paragraph/story?  What is the message the author wants you to know?  Why do you think the author wrote this?

What questions do you have about this story/text?

What real-life connections can you make as you read this story?

What can you predict?  What can you infer?

Is this statement a fact or an opinion?

That’s an interesting point of view.  How did you reach that conclusion?

The following sites are good resources for FCAT practice: 
FCAT Explorer (http://www.fcatexplorer.com)

It’s a free resource from the Florida Department of Education.  Currently, programs for 3rd and 4th grade reading, and 5th grade math and science are available online. The FCAT Explorer provides a creative, exciting context for your child's learning experience while reinforcing subject areas.

NOTE: Students use the same log in at home that they use at school.

Florida's Comprehensive Assessment Test Homepage 

http://fcat.fldoe.org/
Contains an explanation of the FCAT testing program, sample items and frequently asked questions. 


FCAT (http://fcat.fldoe.org/fcatrelease.asp)

There are great links for FCAT Practice Sites, including Reading, Math & Science. Relevant information is available in helping prepare students for taking the test.


Narrative Writing Prompts http://old.escambia.k12.fl.us/schscnts/mpark/parentresources/urlsforparents.html
Practice writing prompts for narrative writing.


Expository Writing Prompts 

http://www.sbac.edu/~idylwild/writingtips.html
Practice writing prompts for expository writing.


The 2009-10 FCAT sample tests and answer keys were recently posted on the FLDOE web site. You can download Reading, Math, and Science Sample Tests and Answer Keys at   http://fcat.fldoe.org/fcatitem.asp

Good luck to all of our intermediate students!
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Career Day Coming Soon

Ready to share what you do? Riverside Elementary is looking for presenters for our Career Day.  Help our children learn about the world of work from you.  If you are interested or know of an interesting presenter please contact Ms. Magill at  754-322-8275.
ESE News
Parent Education Workshops for Families of Students with Disabilities

The ESE Dept. in collaboration with FDLRS Parent Services offers a variety of parent workshops and information for parents of students with disabilities: behavior, learning, academics, transition, evaluation, services.  Workshops are held in the morning, evenings and weekends. For more information:  754-321-2211  FDLR Parent Services OR visit the website: http://www.browrd.k.12.fl.us/studentsupport/ese/html/WORKSHOP.htm
[image: image12.wmf]
P.E. News

We want to thank everyone for your support at our Incredible Ice Skating fundraiser last Sunday! We had a blast!  There were so many Riverside kids and parents on that ice!  It was so cool and Ms. Hawk didn’t fall once!!! 

Our annual Jump Rope for Heart challenge is just around the corner.  Our event will be held Thursday, February 25th for K-2 and Friday, February 26 for 3-5.  Our times are to be determined.  Our goal this year is to raise $7000.00!!  The parent letter and donation envelopes went home in your child’s Thursday folders last week.  We will need lots of volunteers to help make this event the best ever!  If you have a few hours to spare either day or both, please contact Dawn Graulich in the P.T.O.  

Just a few reminders:  Riverside P.E. shirts are always available for purchase for $13.00.  On P.E. days, please make sure your child is wearing comfortable clothing and sneakers.  Lastly, you may send a water bottle with your child on P.E. days!  Thank you for all your support and remember being healthy makes you happy!
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Spanish News

Spanish, grades 3 - 5, we are still digging away learning vocabulary and rules along with conversation. Please help your child by reviewing their word list at least 10 minutes a day. It will facilitate retention of most of the Spanish vocabulary words. 
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Technology News

In Technology, grades K-2, we are just getting into the Type 2 Learn program. It consists of animated exercises that encourages correct posture and hand placement. Even if children neglect to practice hand placement they will be able to refer to the technique when they begin to type for a purpose.

If you have any questions about what your child is doing in Spanish or Technology, please don't hesitate to email or call Mr. Hollis.
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Whale Done! 

You’ve been Caught Being Good
At Riverside we are always looking for ways to praise good behaviors.  Each week, one class is recognized as “Caught Being Good” on the morning announcements.  Last month’s winners were from the following classes: Mrs. Crawford, Mrs. Herman, Mrs. Rudanovich, Mr. Polakoff, Mrs. Suriano and Mrs. Selevan.

Each class was complimented for their good behaviors and given a “Caught Being Good” pencil.  Let’s see who is CAUGHT this month!  Whale Done Riverside!
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Press Release:

BROWARD COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

RESPOND GENEROUSLY TO HAITI

Broward County Public Schools staff, students, parents and supporters have responded with overwhelming generosity to assist the people in Haiti following the devastating earthquake. 

Broward County Public Schools has culminated a weeklong District-wide relief effort to collect and receive donations of first-aid kits, bottled water, flashlights, batteries, canned meat and fish, condensed milk, evaporated milk, non-perishable milk, hand sanitizers, diapers and blankets and other supplies to provide immediate relief to the disaster-ravished areas of Haiti. Every school and center participated. 

It’s impressive to see how people are responding and doing the best they can to help in this time of need,” said Superintendent of Schools James F. Notter.  “We’ve all been deeply moved by this crisis.”

In a two-day pick-up of donated items from schools and offices, District warehouse personnel have collected countless truckloads producing over 350 pallets of water, food and other supplies. Brian Little, District warehouse manager, estimates that over 330,000 pounds of important essentials were collected and will be delivered to charitable organizations working in Haiti including, Food for the Poor, Hope for Haiti, and World Vision. 

As of Friday, January 29, 373 new students from Haiti have enrolled in over 100 schools throughout the District. The District has collaborated with several local service and government agencies to address the needs of students and their families.

Note:  Riverside families came through in a huge way!  We filled an entire truck with all of our collections!  Whale Done Riverside!                
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Volunteers Appreciated

Riverside loves and appreciates each and every volunteer for every precious hour they give to our students.

We would like to show our appreciation by inviting every volunteer to take a break and stop by our conference room on Friday, February 12 from 9:00-1:00.  On display will be thank you notes from each of our students and treats for everyone to enjoy.  Please come hungry and take a few minutes to give yourselves a pat on the back for a job well done!
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Pennies for Patients

Pennies for Patients is back.  Riverside Elementary is once again helping the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society raise money to find a cure.  Since 2001, the wonderful families at Riverside Elementary have helped raise over $14,000.00; last year alone we raised over $900.00.  Beginning February 16 until February 19th, please send in any spare change you may have.  Your children can deposit it in the special boxes in their homerooms.  Remember, every penny counts.

A short video sponsored by The School and Youth Programs from the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, will be shown to students on February 16th to kick off the event.  The video is titled, “Why Charlie Brown, Why?” sharing the story of a child who has Leukemia.  If you wish for your child not to view this video, please send a note to your child’s teacher.
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SAC News

The next SAC meeting will be held on February 17th at 10:00 a.m. All members of the Riverside community are welcomed to attend. Immediately following the SAC meeting will be our SAF meeting. During the SAF meeting we will discuss updates from the North Area Advisory meeting. We look forward to seeing you there!
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Riverside Partners in Education

Our Partners in Education are greatly appreciated at Riverside Elementary for their continuous generosity.

Riverside, in partnership with PNC Bank, has recently announced the Riverside Elementary School Bank Learning and Fundraising Program! For every account opened with the minimum of $15.00, PNC Bank will donate $15.00 back to your child’s classroom!  Thank you PNC Bank for their generous partnership program.  The students are excited to bring banking to Riverside and to make deposits on a monthly basis.

A special thank you goes to Med Express and Whole Foods Market of Coral Springs for donating water bottles and granola bars for our BEEP Parent Night Training on February 3. 

We appreciate all of our partners and all they do for our students!
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The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any policy or procedure which results in discrimination on the basis of age, color, disability, gender, national origin, marital status, race, religion or sexual orientation.  Individuals who wish to file a discrimination and/or harassment complaint may call Equal Educational Opportunities at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine TTY 754-321-2158.

