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A Message From the Principal:
Welcome back from what I hope was a well enjoyed winter break. Rather than hibernating during the cool winter weather, we at Riverside have used our time off to become even more energized and focused on our preparations school wide for the upcoming assessments. As you will read in our fourth grade news, "Florida Writes" will be administered on Friday, February 9-11th. School wide, all grades are practicing their writing skills so that our children are well prepared for the test. This year, our third-fifth graders will be taking FCAT beginning on March 16th. We find that our children are very confident that they will do their best. Students who need that last little bit of extra reinforcement will continue to be serviced through "Rocky Review" and in the classroom based on the data generated by the benchmark assessment test. Our children are also practicing test taking strategies. The whole school will be cheering on our intermediate students, because we know they will do well!

Unfortunately, it is time to bid a fond {temporary} farewell to our excellent music teacher, Mrs. Papit,  who will be at another school during the second half of the year. At the same time, we welcome Mr. Bruce Gambill, who comes to us from Ramblewood Elementary, for the rest of the year. Please give him a warm Riverside welcome. We are also beginning our "Meet the Masters" art program which will allow our students to develop their appreciation of art classics in their classrooms. We sincerely thank all volunteers who have made this valuable program possible.

 I could not have been more proud of our students as they entertained during the holidays, served others, and learned that our diverse traditions bind us even closer as a nation committed to justice for all. It is my hope that as we celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday this month that we value those freedoms even as we are grateful to those who protect them. Thank you to all for your kind holiday wishes and for all you do for "our" kids.
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Calendar of Upcoming Events

1/12
Class Pictures- wear red

1/12
Chic Fil A night

1/15
Early Release 12:00


End of 2nd Quarter

1/18
No School

1/19 
No School

1/20
Wonderful Wednesday 

8:30 Parent Technology Training

9:30 PTO meeting

10:00 SAC/SAF meetings

1/21
Literacy Night

1/22
Pro Kids Night

1/24
Incredible Ice Day

1/25-29
Book Fair

1/26
Book Fair Family Night

2/4
Report Cards 

2/5
Valentine Dance

2/9
Florida Writes


McDonald’s night

2/11
Spring Fundraiser Kick-Off

2/12
Volunteer Appreciation Treats


Class Celebrations
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Kindergarten News
Our kindergarten classes are in the midst of the holiday season, celebrating the new year this week.  We learned about all the different holidays and discovering a variety of traditions and celebrations for all.

We want to wish all our families a Happy and Healthy Holiday season that fulfills all your dreams.  In the New Year 2010, we have begun activities that include learning about changes in weather, the winter season, cold weather, animals and Martin Luther King, Jr.

Our Safety Town field trip dates are Monday, March 22nd and Tuesday March 23rd.  The parent volunteer training morning will be held on January 26th, 2010, at Safety Town, 510 Ramblewood Drive from 9:00am to 11:30am.  Please let your child’s teacher know if you are interested in assisting us with this very important field trip.  (We need 5 parents from each class).

Once again, we are honored to be your child’s teacher and we are thankful for the support you always give us!

Happy New Year to our Community of Riverside Families!
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First Grade News
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!

Wow! We’re half way through the school year!  Where has the time gone?  We’re not really sure, but one thing is for certain, it has been busy!

Our classes are busily engaged in learning new reading strategies to help us become better readers, and in practicing higher thinking skills such as analyzing cause and effect relationships.  We are learning to write well constructed sentences and to put them together to create wonderful stories. Continue to have your child read with you every day.

It is important to practice those math facts and spelling words. Encourage your child to practice good study habits by completing his/her homework nightly and bringing it back to school the next day.

We would like to begin our new semester with some new supplies for each child.  Any donations of the following items would be helpful for our class: one large glue stick, one box of 16 regular crayons.

Dates to Remember:

January 15th- Early Release Day

January 18th- No School

January 19th – Employee Planning Day 

We appreciate the help and support you give us while we work with your students.  
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Second Grade News

Welcome Back! We hope everyone had a restful break. Second grade is working hard to get back into our routines. Classroom supplies are dwindling, especially crayons and pencils. We appreciate anything you can send in with your child to help us be successful learners. As we start a new year, it is very important that students are reading daily for at least 20 minutes. 

The students really enjoyed our December Holidays Around the World rotation. We studied the seven continents and focused on an important holiday from each continent. As we move into the third marking period, we will be starting our Soil Unit in science.  We will be learning how it is made, the different components, and comparing soil samples. 

A few reminders:  Students are required to take and pass at least two AR quizzes per month. It is important for students to remember to refill and bring their water bottle to class daily. The water may be chilled but not frozen. Thank you for your support and cooperation.
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Third Grade News
 Can you believe it???  Two whole weeks off for R & R!!!!  Well, if you are looking for something to do, the 3rd grade teachers have some great ideas for you and your children that can be fun  & educational.  Take what your child has been learning at school and help bring it to life!  These activities can help reinforce or maintain those skills.

· Measuring – Bake a special treat and let your child help with reading the directions and the measuring of ingredients.

· Reading – Make your child a life long lover of reading and go apply for a library card.  The card is FREE and the books are too!!!

· Decoding/comprehending– Snuggle up on the couch and read the Sunday comics or your child’s latest AR book together.

· Reading strategies – Pop some popcorn and settle in to watch a movie.  Afterwards, ask your child questions about the characters, plot, setting, main idea, problem, solution, and details.  It doesn’t have to be a quiz, just a nice conversation sharing thoughts about the movie you watched together.

· Oral language – At the table over lunch or dinner, compare and contrast your holiday from last year and this year.   How were they the same?  How were they different?  Share some family stories about your childhood and how some things have changed and how some traditions have lasted over the years.

· Basic math facts – Using a deck of cards have your child turn two cards over at a time.  Depending on what they are learning in math, they can add, subtract, or multiply the numbers. (King, Queen, & Jack = 10; Aces can equal 1 or 11)  If they get the right answer they get to keep the cards.  If the answer is wrong, the cards get shuffled back into the deck to be used again.

Bringing learning to life reinforces to the children why what they are learning at school is important.  Please take some time this holiday season to “play” with your child and show them that you value education.  

Happy Holidays from  The 3rd Grade Teachers!
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Fourth Grade News
Happy New Year! The 4th grade team is preparing for the Florida Writes. The Florida Writes assessment will take place on February 9. Each student will receive an expository or narrative format and will have 45 minutes to write a well-developed essay. All students have practiced both formats since the beginning of the school year. 

We are also busy preparing for the FCAT Assessment. Each child should continue to practice reading strategies and math problem solving techniques. Remember to encourage your child to read nightly and to go above and beyond their Accelerated Reader goal!
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Fifth Grade News

 The fifth grade team wishes all of our students and their families a very Happy and Healthy New Year.  Thank you to all our wonderful parents who volunteered to chaperone our field trips and planned and hosted the holiday parties and activities. The students and teachers are most grateful.   We are all looking forward to a great second semester in 2010.  

Congratulations to Riverside's Class of 2010 for completing the G.R.A.D.E. program with Officer Weber.  A graduation ceremony was held on December 4 in the cafe.  The winning essays in each class were written and read by Julie Berman, Gilberto Lozano, Kurtis Jacobs, Paige McFarlane, Jed Casauay, and Mackenzie Annis.  We are very proud of our students for a job well done. 

On December 16, 2009, eighteen students competed in Riverside's Scripps Spelling Bee to choose a finalist who will compete in the county competition.  The semifinalists were: Daphne Officer, Julie Berman, Daniela Galvez, Emily Ehrlich, Carmen Bulthuis, Shane Marr,  Mariam Hajomar, Valentino Rivera, Gabriela Goetgeluck, Veronica Etienne, Bradley Loss, Adam Mohammed, Jed Casauay, Mario Carrasquel, Jake Adams, Matthew Schultz, Spencer Smith and Rachel Magee.

This is just a reminder to continue monitoring students' planners and supplies.  A well-prepared student is a successful student.
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Spelling Bee Winner!

Congratulations!!!!!

Jed Casauay was the winner of the Fifth Grade Spelling Bee.  Carmen Bulthuis was the runner-up.  Jed will represent Riverside Elementary at the Miami Herald Spelling Bee on March 3, 2010, at the Broward Center for the Performing Arts in Fort Lauderdale. Good luck to Jed!
[image: image11.wmf]
Wonderful Wednesdays

Every month, at Riverside, we have a “Wonderful Wednesday” planned for parents to come, share, and learn. They start at 8:30 with Parent Technology Mornings; an opportunity for you to learn about technology and activities that will enhance you and your child’s education.  Some of the topics include: FCAT Explorer, Virtual Counselor, Research Websites, How to Read FCAT Scores, and lots more. 
At 9:30 on our “Wonderful Wednesday” is our PTO meeting.  This is an opportunity for you to help our PTO with some of their wonderful events they are planning. Following the PTO meeting, at 10:00 is our School Improvement Committee (SAC) and our School Advisory Forum (SAF).  These meetings enable you to have a voice in decision making and planning at Riverside. This is an opportunity for us to discuss vital issues that help our school to be successful and for you to share your valuable input.

Our next Wonderful Wednesday will be held on January 20, 2010. Everyone is encouraged to attend Wonderful Wednesday, starting at 8:30 until approximately 10:30.  You are welcome to attend all or part of the morning. 

[image: image12.wmf]
SAC News

The next SAC and SAF meeting will be held on January 20, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. At the SAC meeting we will discuss the School Improvement Plan and testing strategies for children. The SAF meeting will consist of an update from the North Area Advisory and a message from Mrs. Conner. All Riverside families and community members are invited to attend.
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Curriculum News

Happy New Year everyone!  During 2010 how about making a resolution to curl up with a great book each day with your child?  Here are some tips:

What is Comprehension?

Comprehension is the ability to understand material that is read.  Specific reading comprehension strategies can be taught to your child in order to help him/her understand the printed text.  Phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, and vocabulary are all needed for comprehension.

How to choose a book?

Find a book that is at your child’s reading level.  If your child is struggling with words and the text is too difficult, he/she will not understand what they are reading.  Here’s how to choose a “just right” book:  

Read the first paragraph/page and each time your child gets to a word that he/she cannot read, put up one finger.  If you see your child has 5 fingers up, the book is too hard.  The 5 Finger Rule works every time!

What do I do before reading?
1. Read the title.  This helps your child to anticipate what the story is about.

2. Preview the text and look at pictures, bold print, and graphics.

3. Make predictions.  Ask, “What do you think this story is about?”

4. Make a connection.  Ask, “What do you know about this topic?”

5. Provide important background information to expand knowledge.

What do I do during reading?

Tell your child that a good reader thinks about the meaning of the story.

1. Group information into chunks.  Read a paragraph at a time or divide the page into halves or thirds.  Ask, “What was this about?”  If your child cannot summarize, what was read, have him/her reread.

2. Interact with the text by asking:  Who?  What?  Where?  Why? How?

3. Encourage your child to ask questions while reading.

What do I do after reading?


Ask your child open-ended questions.  For example:

· What is the main idea of the story?

· What happened before/after?

· When and where did the story take place?

· What was the problem in the story?

· How was the problem solved?

· Why did the author write the story?

· Which character in the story is mostly like you?  Why?

· What did you learn from reading this story?

Practice makes permanent!  Happy Reading!
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Whale Done! 

You’ve Been Caught Being Good
At Riverside we are always looking for ways to praise good behaviors.  Each week, one class is recognized as “Caught Being Good” on the morning announcements.  Last month’s winners were from the following classes: Mrs. Koondel, Ms. Shuler, Mrs. Clark and Mrs. Douglas.

Each class was complimented for their good behaviors and given a “Caught Being Good” pencil.  Let’s see who is CAUGHT this month!  Whale Done Riverside!
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Guidance News

The students and staff did a dynamite job collecting for Unicef.  In our Give a Penny campaign, Riverside collected $233.44. Great job everyone!

It is never too early to start thinking about Middle School.  If you are interested in a Magnet School, applications are available at the school or on the Broward Schools website at http://www.browardschools/ magnetprograms.com/.  The deadline for applications is February 17th, 2010.  Don't delay.  If you have questions about the programs, please call Ms. Magill at 754-322-8250.
FCAT testing time is right around the corner. Are you interested in being a proctor? We need you!  Please contact Ms. Magill 754-322-8250.
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Drop Off and Pick Up Reminder

 Please remember to arrive in time for your child to get to class before the 8:00 a.m. bell.  The car drop off lines get busy around 7:55 and students are arriving late to class.

Also, please remember to stay off of your cell phones when dropping off or picking up your children.  This is for their safety!
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Spanish News

Happy New Year! It is time for an up-date as to what is going on in Spanish. Currently, in third grade, we have completed the Welcome Unit and we're almost finished with Unit 1 in our Spanish books. Fourth and fifth grade have completed Unit 1 and have started on Unit 2. We are currently studying vocabulary and learning about gender and pronunciation. After this peripheral introduction, we will continue with our quest to learn conversational Spanish. 

Remember to look in your child's binders to see papers that we have done in class. We do not to send the papers home in Thursday folders, but give them directly to the students to put in their Spanish binders. Their binders should be stored in their back packs so they are always with the student.
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Music News

Our Rockin’ Raccoon Chorus and Chimers did a fabulous job performing at Coral Springs Medical Center, Park Summit Retirement Home, and Barnes & Noble during the holiday season. Thank you to those of you who came to our Barnes & Noble performance and helped us to raise money for Riverside! Our students and staff had a wonderful time celebrating the holidays with a sing-along on Dec. 18th.  

Mrs. Papit would like to thank you, her Riverside Family, for a great first semester. She will miss everyone while she’s at Plantation Elementary for the 2nd semester. All students will have the opportunity for their special to be Art for the second semester.  
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Volunteers Appreciated

We appreciate ALL of our volunteers, whether they are helping in school or at home!  Everyone is encouraged to sign up to be one of Riverside’s volunteers at www.getinvolvedineducation.com.  If you are unable to sign up at home, come to Riverside and we will assist you!
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Can You Help Our Facilities Staff?

We are in need of a washing machine.  It can be new or gently used.  If you are able to donate a washing machine, please contact Mrs. Aquino through the front office.
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King Holiday Parade

and Mentor March

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration committee and the Million Father March Committee invite you to participate in the King Holiday Parade and Mentor March on January 18.

The parade will begin at 9:00 a.m. at Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary and end at Dillard High School,

For more information, you may call 754-246-4470 or 954-828-8945 or go online to www.kingholidaycelebration.com.
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Riverside Partners in Education

Riverside, as part of the Taravella Zone, has more than one hundred Partners in Education.  We are thrilled to have all of these partners and are especially pleased when we are able to have an event with their participation.  In return, we ask for you, as parents, to patronize our partners. 

We would like to thank the following partners for their generous contributions for our students and families during the holidays:


Arrigo Dodge


Barnes and Nobles Book Store


McDonald’s


Med Express


Coldstones Creamery


Papa John’s Pizza


Take Out and More

Happy New Year 

to our entire

 Riverside family!
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The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any policy or procedure which results in discrimination on the basis of age, color, disability, gender, national origin, marital status, race, religion or sexual orientation.  Individuals who wish to file a discrimination and/or harassment complaint may call Equal Educational Opportunities at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine TTY 754-321-2158.
