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A Message From the Principal:

At this writing, we have started to take the state mandated FCAT test. As you know, this assessment measures mastery of the Sunshine State Standards in reading and math in grades 3-5 and science in grade 5. We anticipate great results and know that our students will do their very best. Please make sure that your children are rested each day and that they have a nourishing breakfast before the test. We ask that students arrive on time and that appointments are not made on testing days. Thank you to everyone who has worked so hard to ensure that our children are well prepared to demonstrate proficiency in these subject areas.

We enjoyed two great evenings at Whole Foods Market, one of our partners in education, with children having fun practicing problem solving in math. Thanks to all of the PTO parents who assisted in making this event a great success! "Jump Rope for Heart" was enjoyed by all students and volunteers who participated. Mrs. Hawk and her team of parent volunteers did a wonderful job organizing this activity which will benefit a worthy cause. Dr. Seuss’ birthday was celebrated all over campus last week. Ask your children about "Thing One and Thing Two" who read to them on the morning news!  We also congratulate Mrs. Meyer, Mrs. Furlong, and all of the aftercare workers who once again were awarded an "Exemplary" rating in all areas of our aftercare program! Finally, Riverside received a comprehensive audit of all property and inventory on this campus and we were informed news that not only didn't we have any exceptions, but that we had 0 items missing! This is very difficult to achieve, and we are very proud!!

We anxiously await receiving our budget allocation for next year. Our information is that we will need to absorb a 6% cut over and above what we have already sustained. Please understand that I will do the very best I can to maintain the high quality of education offered at Riverside, but that the cuts will be severe. I am required to balance the budget. Thank you to all of you who have participated in fundraisers, and have found unique ways to support Riverside, such as the "Ten for Ten" program. We would so appreciate your writing our legislators to ask that schools be adequately funded.
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Calendar of Upcoming Events

Sunday, March 14- Daylight Savings, Turn your clock back one hour!

3/9-18
FCAT Testing 3-5

3/19
Money due for Mother’s Day Cakes from Publix

3/23
Dairy Queen Night

3/24
SAC/SAF, PTO Meetings

3/25
Take your Daughters and Sons to Work Day

Early Release at noon

3/26-4/5
Spring Break

4/6
Welcome Back

Begin 4th quarter

4/8-15
Feed the Hungry Food Drive

4/13
Report Cards go home


McDonald’s Night

4/14
Papa John’s Night

4/17
Riverside Carnival
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Kindergarten News

Here we are in the midst of March and our days are flying by. Our Kindergarten students had a rotation day on March 2nd celebrating Dr. Seuss and all the wonderful books he wrote.  

We are also learning about the weather, discussing temperature, winds, etc. and of course Spring!

We have already begun preparing for our Academic Extravaganza that takes place on April 22nd from 6:00-8:00 in the evening. Please mark your calendars.  It is a wonderful opportunity for your family to visit our school and see what each grade level is learning!

Field trip forms went home on March 4th for our Safety Town Field Trip.  They are due back on Tuesday, March 16th.  Our trip to Safety Town is Monday, March 22nd for Mrs. Crawford, Mrs. Herman and Ms. Shuler’s classes.  On Tuesday, March 23rd, Mrs. Divine, Mrs. Kole and Mrs. Koondel’s classes will go to Safety Town.

Thanks to all of the parents who volunteer in our classes, prepare projects at home and send in supplies that are needed! We appreciate you in so many ways.
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First Grade News

First grade will be very busy in March.  The students are practicing listening skills and following directions.  We are working on reading comprehension skills and problem solving in math.  Encourage your child to read more AR books to help improve their reading comprehension skills.  We also will be learning about different types of weather and seasons.    

 Important Dates:
1. St. Patrick’s Day – March 17th
2. Early Release Day – March 25th
3. Teacher Planning Day – No School March 26th
4. Spring Break – March 29 - April 5th

 Reminders:

*Students should be reading 20 minutes each night.

*Students should review and practice addition and subtraction math   facts.         

Thank you for your support and cooperation!
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Second Grade News

March is flying by, along with the third quarter. Second grade is continuing to work on comprehension strategies in reading. In math, we are learning about measurement. Students should practice using measuring tools found around the kitchen. Pour rice or water between containers using measuring spoons, cups, pints quarts, gallons, and liters. The students are excited about science as we continue to observe our earthworms. Soon we will be studying life cycles and habitats. 

Dates to Remember: 

March 18 ~ Field Trip Form and Money Due

March 26-April 5 ~ Spring Break

April 15 ~ Field Trip to Palm Beach Zoo

A Few Reminders:  

· Please check Thursday Folders each week. They contain important information. 

· Please check and sign planners daily.

· Students should be reading a minimum of 30 minutes each day. Students are also required to take and pass at least two AR quizzes per month. 

· Water bottles- bring daily, the water may be chilled but not frozen.

· Classroom supplies are dwindling especially crayons and pencils. We appreciate anything you can send in with your child. 

Thank you for your support and cooperation. 
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Third Grade News
We are in high gear

Now that “FCAT is in the air.”

We have prepared all year

And have absolutely no fear!

During the week of March 9th please make sure your child gets plenty of rest and a nutritious breakfast.  The testing will start promptly so please have your child here on time.

The major focus this month is a Science Fair project. Now is a good time to have your child start thinking about what topic he or she would like to explore.   The Scientific Method has been demonstrated to the students in class.  In order to do the individual experiment at home, a packet with instructions will be sent as a guideline. 

Please be aware that the Science Eye field trip forms are due by March 14th, in order to reserve a place for child.  

On a final note, the state has mandated, that your child will participate in the study of Human Sexuality and HIV/AIDS unless you state otherwise on the yellow permission slip.  You will receive this form on March 15th . 

Have a wonderful Spring Break!  Continue to ensure that your child reads for at least 20 minutes each day and study their multiplication facts.
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Fourth Grade News
The 4th grade teachers are proud of our students for their hard work and effort in preparing themselves for the Florida Writes and the SSS FCAT Assessments. The children devoted many hours practicing test taking strategies and learning techniques to problem solve. We would also like to thank our 4th grade parents for their support in helping to assist with homework and FCAT practice. 

Looking to the future, we are gearing up for many exciting activities including: a trip to Taravella High School to see a play, a Young at Art assembly featuring African folk art and music, a Science Eye field trip and Animal Kingdom. 

Our annual Academic Extravaganza will be held on April 22. We invite all fourth grade parents to attend and view cross curricular projects, literary pieces, and Science or Social Studies projects. 

Please encourage your child to do their homework nightly. Homework is an extension of the lesson that was taught during the day and is a critical piece to your child’s education. We also encourage all 4th graders to read nightly.
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Fifth Grade News

Last month we visited Junior Achievements JA Biztown on February 18th. It was a success!  The 5th Grade teachers were excited to see the students in action. All of their hard work and dedication paid off. The staff at JA World were so impressed with Riversides’ students and how they took the role of their jobs with great pride. We would not have had such a successful day without all 36 of our volunteers who gave up their time so early in the morning to share in this Riverside experience. The 5th Grade Team would like to acknowledge the following outstanding parents and family members:

Michelle Duncan, Lorena Motoa, Alexis Maston, Gene Powell, Dennis Maston, Brenda Powell, Kim Adams, Luze Padilla, Tom Adams, Daniel McEvoy, Grace Chen, Allan Saroop, Carlos Rodriguez,
Cindi Schutez, Melissa Davis, Lisa Nachum, Ronald Smith, Julia Straatman, Elizabeth Bulthius, Janice Mewbron, Susan Feldman,

Michelle Carrasco, Theresa Jacobs, Kim Marr, Shimon Goldstein, Isabel St-Denis, Judy Butler, Gina Poliard, Joaquin Vargas, Rebecca Magee, Meirav Susi, and Amy Weinberg

We would also like to acknowledge our amazing Riverside Staff members Susan Nelson, Carol Weber, Vernell Kearse, and Nancy Klarich for enjoying this day with us. An extra thank you goes to Mrs. Conner and Mrs. Rosen for cheering us on with this adventure. Last but not least, all of the students, teachers and support staff have worked very hard in preparation for the FCAT so we are looking forward to our upcoming Spring Break. 
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Curriculum Corner

Did you know that reading with your child will lead to better school performance? Studies show that when adults participate in learning, children receive higher grades, enjoy school more, and love to read. Reading time creates a bond between you and your child that will stay with you both forever. 

How should I start?

Stop by the children’s area at your local library.  Children should select books that interest them – read about famous athletes, historical events, or how things work. You can read chapter books with older children, reading a little bit each day. Be patient! If you haven’t read with your child before, he or she may need time to get accustomed to this activity. 

What if I’m not with my child every day?

If you don’t see your child each day, try arranging a regular time to read books over the phone or create your own pod cast! Your child will look forward to this individual time with you, and you will also be modeling behavior that will keep your child on a path toward literacy learning. 

What if I don’t like reading?

Even if you’re not a reader yourself, your participation in literacy activities at home can have an impact on your child’s academic achievement. You just have to send the message that reading is important!

· Tell stories about your own life or when you were young.

· Talk about the print that is in our environment. For example, read and talk about road signs or brand names on food containers.

· Check out books of photography or art and talk about the pictures.

· Involve your child in everyday writing tasks like shopping lists, thank you notes, and journaling.

· When you are doing household projects, describe what you are doing. Use interesting words!

· Ask your child about his or her day. Engage in interesting conversations. 

Conversation with adults helps children learning new words and practicing telling a story – both linked to better reading skills.

Walk the Walk

Your child learns from what you do. Make sure the messages you are sending about reading tell your child that knowledge and literacy are valuable, achievable, and powerful.  Happy Reading!
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P.E.News

Happy Spring everyone! First of all, we want to thank everyone for your support at our Jump Rope for Heart Fund Raising Extravaganza!  The kids did such an amazing job jumping, skipping and doing the limbo!  We have to give a huge “Whale Done” to our Riverside Community!  We raised a grand total of $4,851.03!    This is OUTSTANDING! WAY TO GO RIVERSIDE!  Students that raised $50 or more will get to slime one of their teachers, and the class at each grade level that raised the most money earned a free Chick Fil A lunch!  AWESOME!  I want to thank all the volunteers for taking time out of their day to be here turning those ropes and handing out cold waters!  Our special teachers are the best!  Thank you for being so flexible and braving the cool temperatures to be out there!  Of course a big thank you goes to the PTO for all their hard work and support!  We couldn’t have done it without you! 

Next up…Field Day!  Be on the lookout for field day information.  

The dates are:  

K/1 – APRIL 28

2/3 – APRIL 29

4/5 – April 30

Times to be determined.  We will need volunteers for each day.  Please let P.T.O know if you are available during those days.  We would love to have you!.

Just a few reminders:  Riverside P.E. shirts are always available for purchase for $13.00.  On P.E. days, please make sure your child is wearing comfortable clothing and sneakers.  Lastly, you may send a water bottle with your child on P.E. days! As always, thank you for all your support and remember being healthy makes you happy!
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Take our Daughters and Sons 

to Work Day

The School Board of Broward County has declared Thursday, April 22 as Take our Daughters and Sons to Work Day.  This national campaign provides the opportunity for parents and other adults to showcase their places of employment, explain their job responsibilities, introduce their co-workers, and discuss the various career opportunities that are available in their workplace.  For more information you may download a packet at: www.browardschools. com/info/ workday.htm.  The activities in the packet are optional.
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ESE News
Announcing the Spring Parenting Workshops form the ESE Department of Broward County!  Topics include those listed below and several more:

· Active Parenting: For Parents of Preschoolers

· Improving Parent-Child  Communication

· Fluency, Vocabulary, Comprehension and ELL for Parents

· Active Parenting of Children aged 5-12... of Teens....of Preschoolers

· Autism Comm. of Exceptional Student Education

For more information and registration, please visit our website:

http://www.broward.k12.fl.us/student support/ese/html/WORKSHOP.htm
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ESE Survey News

Parents of students with an IEP (individual education plan) in ESE have the opportunity to take an on-line survey. The Florida Department of Education is conducting a survey designed to provide the state with information on how well schools are supporting parents' involvement in their child's education.  States are required to report this information to the federal government on an annual basis under the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA).  Go online to:  www.ESEsurvey.com to complete the survey from now until July 1, 1010.  This survey provides parents with a unique opportunity to be heard.
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Wonderful Wednesdays

Every month, at Riverside, we have a “Wonderful Wednesday” planned for parents to come, share, and learn. They start at 8:30 with Parent Technology Mornings; an opportunity for you to learn about technology and activities that will enhance you and your child’s education.  Some of the topics include: FCAT Explorer, Virtual Counselor, Research Websites, How to Read FCAT Scores, and lots more.  

At 9:30 on our “Wonderful Wednesdays” is our PTO meeting.  This is an opportunity for you to help our PTO with some of their special events they are planning.  You can sign up as a volunteer and help at school or at home.  PTO is very active at Riverside and with your help, we can make this year one all of our children and staff will remember!

Following the PTO meeting, at 10:00 is our School Improvement Committee (SAC) and our School Advisory Forum (SAF).  This meeting enables you have a voice in decision making and planning at Riverside.  You are welcome to be an official member or attend as a concerned parent.  This is an opportunity for us to discuss vital issues that help our school to be successful and for you to share your valuable input.

Our next Wonderful Wednesday will be on March 24.  The Parent Technology session has been canceled. Join us from 9:30 until approximately 10:30. 
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SAC/SAF

Our next SAC/SAF meeting will be held on March 24 at 10:00 a.m. Officer Weber, our school resource officer is presenting safety tips for children and adults. Come learn valuable information that will keep you and your child safe! All members of the Riverside community are welcomed to attend. 
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Rocky Review

Thanks to all Rocky Review teachers for a wonderful program! Riverside is fortunate to have such amazing teachers on our staff. In addition, we congratulate all Rocky Review students in the completion of the program. Thank you to Papa Johns, MedExpress and the Florida Panthers for our end of the program celebration donations! The students loved the pizza and goodie bags, and of course the visit from Stanley Panther!   Riverside Rocks! 
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Congratulations to Madison Kelleher!

Riverside’s Madison Kelleher, in 3rd grade  won 1st Place for her category (grades 3-5) in a Poster Contest to promote the importance of the Census hosted by the City of Coral Springs’ Customer-Involved Government Committee.  Madison was recognized at the Coral Springs Commission Meeting on March 2nd and was presented a certificate by Mayor Scott Brook.  Way to Go Madison !
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Congratulations to Jed Casauay!

Great News!  Riverside’s Spelling Bee Champ, Jed Casauay, came in sixth place out of 69 contestants in the Miami Herald Spelling Bee at the Broward Center for the Performing Arts. Congratulations Jed for a job well done!  
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Whale Done! 

You’ve Been Caught Being Good
At Riverside we are always looking for ways to praise good behaviors.  Each week, one class is recognized as “Caught Being Good” on the morning announcements.  Last month’s winners were from the following classes: Mrs. Herman, Mrs. Leonard, and Ms. Sipula. 

Each class was complimented for their good behaviors and given a “Caught Being Good” pencil.  Let’s see who is CAUGHT this month!  Whale Done Riverside!
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Volunteers Appreciated

We appreciate ALL of our volunteers, whether they are helping in school or at home!  Everyone is encouraged to sign up to be one of Riverside’s volunteers at www.getinvolvedineducation.com.  If you are unable to sign up at home, come to Riverside and we will assist you.  If you would like to volunteer to go on a fieldtrip, you must go on-line to register.
If you would like to assist with inventory in our Curricular Resource Room, please call Nancy Klareich @ 754-322-8280.  We are in need of lots of help starting April 26.  Thank you!
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EVERY CHILD CAN HELP FEED  A HUNGRY CHILD
Riverside will be participating in the annual Ruth W. Shapiro March for the Hungry Food Drive. Keep your eyes open for more information to be given out prior to the event.   

It takes Just One Can...Please place a can or other non-perishable food item in your child's backpack during the week of April 8 – April 15, 2010.  Our school will have a collection box.  

All students and families who donate are invited to come to our collection night on Wednesday, April 15th  from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm at Sawgrass Springs Middle School in Coral Springs, 12500 W. Sample Road.  Please join us for food and to help load the trucks and make summer food boxes for needy children.

All food collected will be donated to the WECARE, Cooperative Feeding Program, and the Family Resource Center in Coral Springs. Please check out their brand new website:  

www.marchforthehungry-ncjw..org.  

Thank you for helping to feed the hungry in our community!
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Riverside Partners in Education

Riverside, as part of the Taravella Zone, has more than one hundred Partners in Education.  We are thrilled to have all of these partners and are especially pleased when we are able to have an event with their participation.  In return, we ask for you, as parents, to patronize our partners. 

Broward Health Coral Springs Medical Center is hosting a Family Fun Event on Sunday, May 23 to benefit Camp Koral Kids for children with Type 1 diabetes.  They are searching for talent for the event!  Auditions will be held on March 23.  If you are interested, you may register for an audition by calling 954-344-3344.

We would like to thank our Partners:
Thank you to MedExpress, Papa John’s and The Florida Panthers for sponsoring our Rocky Review celebration. The children enjoyed celebrating the culmination of Rocky Review with pizza and a visit from a famous mascot! 

Thank you to Whole Foods Market for hosting the Math quest night.  It was a fun learning experience for students and their parents!  

Also, thank you to PNC Bank for our Riverside Banking Program.  The children made their first deposits this month and were very excited!  You may open an account with your child at the PNC Bank located on the corner of Riverside Drive and Atlantic; then your child will have the opportunity to make deposits every month at Riverside!
The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any policy or procedure which results in discrimination on the basis of age, color, disability, gender, national origin, marital status, race, religion or sexual orientation.  Individuals who wish to file a discrimination and/or harassment complaint may call Equal Educational Opportunities at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine TTY 754-321-2158.
